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Two weeks left to RSVP, change makers!

 

Tickets to "A Mixer for Change Makers" are moving! 
The event is free, but space is limited. Reserve your ticket to lead today! 

To our friends and supporters, we invite you to join us next month as we 
celebrate a new generation of professional and community leaders! LACLJ is 
hosting a Happy Hour mixer for young professionals interested in expanding their 
networks and gaining leadership experience while doing good for their communities. 
Guests will get to network with cause-minded peers from a wide range of fields 
(including entertainment, marketing, law, finance, engineering, and more!) and well-
established professionals from LACLJ's network. 

In addition to connecting guests with other professionals, we will connect them to our 
community! Attendees will learn about how to get involved with LACLJ's Associate 
Board of young professionals as well as other causes, community organizations and 
professional associations. 

Click here to register. Space is limited, so RSVP today! Your free ticket comes with 
a drink, appetizers and a goodie bag with items from our supporting partners (including 
Fair Trade LA, Don Francisco's, Uber, Bird Pick Tea & Herb, and more!). 

Thank you for spreading the word to any emerging leaders who might be interested! 
For questions about LACLJ's Associate Board or our upcoming event, please contact 
Linda Reyes at linda@laclj.org. We'll see you there! 

Jesuit Volunteer Reflects on Year of Service
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When I embarked on my year of service as a Jesuit Volunteer, I had no image of what 
my year would be. We were given four values to live by and plopped down into 
unknown territory—the tenets of social justice, simple living, community, and 
spirituality our guide. Much of my experience was learning to live in community with 
five people I had never met. The cultural immersion of living in Boyle Heights also 
brought me far from my youth growing up in suburban Las Vegas and the past four 
years studying at Stanford. Even though I saw my work at LACLJ as a next step from 
my work as an AmeriCorps Volunteer in the JusticeCorps program and a bridge to law 
school, I really had no idea what I would experience at the Center. This office, nestled 
in the crossroads of Downtown and East Los Angeles, became a place where I not 
only learned about legal practice, but about life. 

My best days of work, where I left feeling full of hope, were the days I got to 
accompany people in some way, when I gave something of myself. Katherine,* one of 
my clients, made the biggest impact on me. I accompanied Katherine to court one day 
for her Restraining Order hearing. While I was one year her senior, she taught me a lot 
about the hard realities of the world. As an undocumented woman, teen mother of two, 
and survivor of domestic violence, Katherine had faced some of life’s hardest 
challenges and overcome barriers I will never encounter. I was her support person at 
her hearing against her children’s abusive father, who had beaten Katherine and 
sexually abused her. That day, however, she spoke to the judge with eloquence, had 
an unshakeable poise, and demonstrated a deep human strength one can only see 
when facing adversity. I helped her navigate the court and sat with her during the 
hearing, witnessing this moment of profound fortitude. Throughout the year, I was in 
awe as I sat across the table from someone my age who was working to overcome 
life’s obstacles that they had been handed, whether it was lack of documentation, the 
threat of homelessness, finding employment, providing for one’s family, or escaping 
the cycle of domestic violence. I also was broken by witnessing their struggles, 
struggles beyond what one non-profit could handle and struggles beyond what one 
person should be saddled with... Read more. 

*Name has been changed. 
 

Click here to learn more about Jesuit Volunteer Corps. 

LACLJ's 2012-2013 Jesuit Volunteer Corps (JVC) 

volunteer, Ashley Artmann , completed her year of 

service this July. Ashley worked as a Legal Advocate, 

supporting all of LACLJ's programs. We are sad to see 

her go but excited for her as she embarks on a new 

chapter. Ashley will serve as a Resident Minister at the 

University of San Francisco during the 2013-2014 

school year. During this time, she will also be writing a 

book and applying to law school. Thank you for all of 

your hard work, Ashley! 

Housing Education in the Community
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Tenant Talk — LACLJ Senior Housing Advocate Maria Aguila gives an overview 
of housing law and tenant rights to community members at El Centro de Ayuda on 
July 19. Attendees asked questions about their tenancies, such as how to deal 
with landlords, what to do about bed bugs, and who to contact with their housing 
issues. Maria facilitates these free presentations throughout the community, along 
with in-house notice workshops, to inform and empower tenants with knowledge of 
their basic rights and available resources. LACLJ aims to promote stable, safe 
housing is through education, which can prevent critical legal issues such as 
wrongful eviction or disputes with landlords.  

Check out our new calendar for upcoming presentations and workshops. 

Family welcomes newborn to safe, healthy home

Martha was a single working mother who supported her daughter, who was eight 
months pregnant, and her two grandchildren, ages two and four. During an already 
stressful time, things took a turn for the worst when management sued them for having 
unauthorized occupants and threatened to evict them for not paying rent. Martha tried 
to pay rent, but management continued to harass and intimidate them saying they 
needed to leave. Anxious and afraid, Martha and her daughter were worried they would 
have to find another place to live so close to the baby’s delivery date. Because Martha 
only spoke Spanish, her daughter had to respond to the harassment, which caused 
added stress on her pregnancy. LACLJ Attorney Ana Zuniga stepped in and responded 
to management’s wrongful claims and referred Martha to the Health Department for a 
bed bug problem they had been dealing with for years. Ana represented a nervous but 
empowered Martha at trial to fight for her tenancy. As a result, management dismissed 
its claims and promised to fumigate the bed bugs. Because of Ana’s dedicated 
advocacy, Martha was able to welcome her newborn granddaughter into a healthy, 
happy home! 

This was Ana's last Housing case and a great success for LACLJ's Housing Unit. After 
a year and a half of serving our clients as a Housing Attorney, Ana will be leaving 
LACLJ. We thank Ana for her committed work and advocacy to help low-income 
tenants understand their rights and secure safe housing for their families! 

New Supervising Attorney: Welcome, Carmen!
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We are excited to announce the newest addition 
to the LACLJ team, Supervising Attorney Carmen 
E. Goldberg! Carmen brings not only her 
professional experience but also her positive 
energy, and we are happy to have her on board! 

Prior to working at LACLJ she was an attorney at 
Neighborhood Legal Services of Los Angeles 
County where she represented survivors of 
domestic violence in family law and immigration 
matters, and worked in the Shriver Access to 
Justice Project assisting tenants facing evictions. 
Carmen also worked at Break the Cycle where 
she represented teen survivors of domestic 
violence in family law matters. Prior to becoming 
an attorney she interned at the YWCA of San 
Diego County assisting survivors of domestic violence in family law matters and at the 
Gay and Lesbian Center of San Diego County assisting clients who were HIV/AIDS 
with accessing benefits. Carmen has served as a Trustee on the San Fernando Valley 
Bar Association board. Carmen graduated from California Western School of Law and 
earned a Bachelor’s degree in Political Science with a minor in Women’s Studies at 
the University of Central Florida. Carmen is fluent in Spanish. 

Los Angeles Center for Law and Justice 

1241 S. Soto Street, Suite 102, Los Angeles, CA 90023 

Phone (323) 980-3500 // Email: info@laclj.org

Created with www.PDFonFly.com

mailto:info@laclj.org
http://www.PDFonFly.com

