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Dear Monique, 

I am happy to share this month's newsletter with you as the new Interim Executive Director
of LACLJ. Earlier this month, Norayma left for the CEO position at A Place Called Home
and the Board has retained Kevin Chase Executive Search Group to begin the search for
the Executive Director position. 

After nearly 10 years at LACLJ, I've seen a lot of change at our agency, but one crucial
component remains - our commitment and passion for empowering survivors. 
This dedication to helping our community is what unites us all, from our incredible Board to
our amazing staff and our generous volunteers and supporters, each one of you is helping
survivors access justice and build safer, more hopeful futures for them and their children.
Thank you for being an integral part of our community! 

The success story this month highlights the life-saving impacts of our mission and how
critical access to legal representation is for families. I am also proud to share a recent pro
bono success and a call to action for our upcoming Domestic Violence Awareness Month
(DVAM) campaign. (I'd be thrilled to help you set up a fundraising campaign!) 
I hope you'll join us all for DVAM next month and I look forward to continuing this important
work with you! 

All my best, 

September Newsletter: Promoting Family Stability

Note:  LACLJ serves survivors of domestic violence and sexual assault, and some client stories may be
triggering.



Natalia* is a proud mother of her two happy children, both of whom
have special needs.

Natalia can provide them with the safe, loving home she has always wanted for
them.

 Natalia also has epilepsy and knew she not only had to be an
advocate for her own health, but also for her children's. She ensured they had
access to early intervention services and hoped to raise them in a loving, safe
environment. 

However, the father of her children was extremely abusive. He was controlling,
wouldn't allow Natalia to leave her home, and would deprive her and her children
from receiving the medical care they needed. 

Natalia knew she had to get out for her and her children's safety. 

When she tried to file for custody, her ex alleged that her health condition and
medications made her incapable of caring for her children. She lost custody and her
ex stopped taking the kids to the regional center to get assistance with
developing motor skills and speech. 

Natalia wouldn't stop fighting for her children. She came to LACLJ and we quickly
went to work. 
Our legal team represented Natalia at her next hearing and argued for her
capabilities as a caregiver. She was scared she'd lose her children again and was
losing hope. 

Thankfully, we won and Natalia got full custody of her children and sole custody in
the areas of health and education. Now, she is in control of her children's care and



Shout out to our pro bono partner Bird Marella for their recent case win! 

LACLJ Board Member and Bird Marella attorney, Elliot Harvey Schatmeier protected
an immigrant survivor of domestic violence from family separation by winning
termination of her children’s removal proceedings and obtaining Special Immigrant
Juvenile Status allowing the children to stay in the United States. 
Thanks to their generous support, this family is no longer in danger of deportation,
and two of the teens successfully acquired work permits. With these protections, this
survivor and her children no longer fear being separated and can begin their journey
to financial stability.

October is Domestic 
Violence Awareness 
Month! 

Every year, LACLJ's
Board, Staff, Volunteers
and supporters, like YOU,
help raise funds to ensure
low-income survivors
have access to free legal
representation. 

Be the difference-
maker for a survivor
and sign up to be a part
of our campaign today!

Email Director of Development, Marissa Marasigan, at
MarissaM@LACLJ.org

https://laclj.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=99d1bea0cec46026114772471&id=cb44ac086c&e=4672fea998

