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All my best,

Carmen McDonald
Interim Executive Director

Dear LACLJ Supporter,

As we recognize Human Trafficking Awareness Month this January, I ask you to read this
client's story. Adriana's story is at the same time heartbreaking and heartening. It shows
the resiliency of a survivor and the tenacity of our legal team at
LACLJ.

It also shows the injustices that happen every day for survivors in our community.

Trafficking victims have to fight to escape dangerous situations, only to fight our justice
system for years after to prove they are worthy of immigration relief. And all while living in
fear of experiencing more violence and trauma, being separated from their family or living
in a state of limbo, unable to establish stable lives.

Together, we fight for justice because we know Adriana and survivors like her deserve
better. Our community deserves better.
As our partner in this fight, thank you for taking action for justice. Read more about
Adriana's story and this month's LACLJ highlights below.



Adriana's LACLJ attorney was relentless in her fight for justice. We submitted
another T Visa application in March 2021 and kept hope alive. 

We are excited to share about two new grant awards to help LACLJ expand services
for survivors!

We are overwhelmed with joy to share Adriana received an approval for a T Visa this
month! Now, she can build a better life, free from violence and free from fear. Adriana
hopes to get a new job and focus on taking care of her children and raising them in a
safe, loving home.

Adriana* was just 12 years old when she came to the United States with her mother.
She was excited for a new life in America, but her dreams were quickly broken when
her and her mother became victims of human trafficking.

 
As a child, Adriana was forced to work every day of the week without pay. The
trafficker would threaten her and her mom with reporting them to law enforcement
since they were both undocumented. Adriana and her mom experienced significant
violence in their home country and knew they couldn't go back.

After 4 years, the two finally escaped, but Adriana still wasn't safe. In 2018, she
applied for a T Visa, which is a special temporary benefit for survivors of human
trafficking that allows them to remain in the U.S. and obtain a work permit, as well as
provides survivors with a pathway to lawful permanent residency.

Her mom's U Visa application had been approved, but in 2020, Adriana's application
was denied. We filed an appeal, but after a year and a half working her case, the
appeal was denied. Adriana was living in constant fear of what would become

of her life.

let Adriana down.
Our team would not



LACLJ was selected by the State Bar of California to receive
$1.1 million in grant funds to provide consumer debt
advocacy for low-income survivors.

Economic abuse is prevalent among survivors, resulting in
consumer debt issues that can prevent them from securing
housing, employment and other basic needs. Through this
funding, LACLJ will expand legal services to represent
survivors who need consumer debt assistance, including
defense against unfair debt collection practices, credit repair,
identity theft issues, and bankruptcy.

As 1 of only 20 projects approved in the state, LACLJ is
proud to have been selected as a trusted provider of expert
legal services for survivors.

LACLJ was 1 of 10 organizations across the nation awarded a
grant from the Department of Justice to increase access to
justice for survivors with disabilities and those who are deaf
or hard of hearing, limited English proficient, blind or visually
impaired. In collaboration with our partners, LACLJ will
improve service delivery through an extensive review of our
internal procedures and policies, the development and
facilitation of community trainings, and the strengthening of
LACLJ's referral networks to meet the needs of survivors
with disabilities.

Through this work, we aim to leverage and equip our
network to identify and resolve access barriers for survivors
and ensure more survivors have a chance to lead safe,
stable lives free from violence.

LACLJ is excited to welcome a new member to our Board of Directors!



Alfredo Villalobos is a business relationship manager
in in the Commercial Lending office of Pacific
Western Bank in Downtown Los Angeles. He is a
seasoned business loan officer and has extensive
experience working with middle market business in
all matters related to lending and banking products.

Alfredo is an experienced banking professional
focused on finding solutions for the best Middle
Market Companies in Southern California. As an
authentic banker he focuses on building
relationships one client at a time through a
consultative process that allows him to learn about
his clients' goals, plans, dreams, and aspirations. 

http://runsignup.com/empowerrun

